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Dr. Thomas Klak is a Professor in the 
Department of Environmental Studies 
at the University of New England 
(UNE). He teaches an ecological 
restoration class and contributes 
to a capstone course which is a 
requirement for graduating seniors. 
This year four students in the capstone 
course chose to work with American 
chestnuts. One of the students, 

Sarah Fleischmann, explained her 
involvement this way: “We are trying 
to leave a legacy at UNE involving 
students, faculty and the campus 
community. This project is a true 
culmination of what I’ve learned on 
this campus -- the restoration of an 
important species, and working with 
important individuals from a variety of 
different fields and disciplines.” Using 
the restoration questions identified by 


